[Boy or girl? Molecular mechanisms in sex differentiation].
A growing number of factors have been recognized as crucial in sexual development, and many clinical conditions have become understandable as mutations in relevant genes have been identified. In some cases this has led to the development of DNA diagnostics, which can be of some aid in the workup of this type of patient. So far it is mainly more serious disorders which have been elucidated, thanks to the identification of extensive mutations in the key genes for sexual development. Exactly to what extent less severe damage in these genes underlies more subtle disorders of sexual development, such as disturbances in pubertal development and diminished fertility, is with few exceptions unknown. We are still aware of only a fraction of the information hidden in our genetic heritage. Developments in this field are nonetheless rapid, and molecular analyses will probably become more and more part and parcel of the workup of patients with a wide variety of disturbances in sexual development.